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At the time of writing it is still uncertain what the final outcome  
of Brexit will be. However, whether or not it comes to pass, Brexit 
will still need to be understood through the long view of social, 
economic, and political change, both in the UK and internationally.

The politics before and after the referendum result has been 
examined through multiple lenses. One such lens, central to 
SIPS, has been the detailed examination of the UK’s eight year 
austerity programme. The Centre for Regional Economic and 
Social Research (CRESR) has been at the heart of dissecting the 
geographic impacts of austerity as well as the delivery of welfare 
reform, a central part of reducing public expenditure.

Austerity has had effects across multiple policy domains  
and this annual report highlights just some of the work we  
have undertaken in this area, whether in terms of offender 
rehabilitation, the governance of public space, or more 
fundamental issues around what it means to be a citizen in  
the United Kingdom. 

A traditional focus for research on policy in the UK has been  
at the national level. Whilst the implementation of policies varies 
between places, their fundamental design is one set by national 
government, whether in London or via devolved governments. 
The focus for research therefore comes back to how analysis 
informs and provides an evidence base for national government. 

This is something that Lord Kerslake, the former Head of the 
Civil Service, discussed in detail in a seminar on the future of 
citizenship in Britain in 2017. Similarly, our annual lecture given 
by Gina Miller in 2018, as part of the Off The Shelf Festival of 
Words, highlighted her legal action in the High Court of Justice 
meaning that Parliament must legislate before the Government 
could invoke Article 50. These talks suggest that the national 
level and nation state, remain crucial to how we understand, 
examine and shape policy.

I am proud to present the 2018 Sheffield Institute for  
Policy Studies (SIPS) Annual Report. We launched the 
Institute in 2016 with a public lecture from Polly Toynbee  
on 15th June – just eight days before the referendum on  
the United Kingdom’s membership of the European Union. 

Introduction

Yet, we also see policy making becoming multi-centred,  
less universal and more particular, shaped by new sets of 
interests and varying between places. Hayek, the liberal and  
free market thinker, saw this as the difference between the  
made (state) order and the spontaneous order – the latter 
shaped by ‘free’ citizens acting in markets. This reading is one 
that can be seen in part by the thinking that lies behind the 
austerity programme in the UK. 

If this is a Hayekian utopia then it is one the UN Rapporteur  
Philip Alston sees as represented by growing levels of severe 
poverty: as he has highlighted, thirty per cent of children in the 
UK are now brought up in poverty; but this rises to fifty per cent 
for children of black origin and sixty per cent for children of 
Bangladeshi and Pakistani origin.

SIPS’ response has always been two-fold: we have sought  
to undertake critical and rigorous analysis of policy – the role  
of evidence in holding truth to power; but also sought to  
provide policy makers with practical solutions and new ideas. 
What has been striking, and is revealed by our annual report,  
is that whilst our analysis continues to have a national focus,  
it also needs to be multi-centered and work with individual 
organisations and places.

Here follows an overview of our activity from 2017 to 2018.  
We hope you find it interesting and informative and we hope 
to welcome you to some of our future events.

For blogs and the latest on what’s happening with SIPS please 
see our website www.sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com 
and follow us on Twitter @SIPS_SHU

Professor Peter Wells is the Director of the Sheffield Institute 
for Policy Studies (SIPS), Assistant Dean for Research and 
Knowledge Transfer in the Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities and Professor of Public Policy Analysis and 
Evaluation at Sheffield Hallam University.

Our expertise
SIPS’ areas of policy expertise include: housing, the impact  
of welfare reform, labour markets, regeneration, the voluntary 
and community sector, social justice and human rights, criminal 
justice, migration, public health, and education. SIPS is also 
concerned with encouraging multidisciplinary policy studies 
research across Sheffield Hallam University with attention 
focusing on key cross cutting issues such as resilience, austerity, 
migration, radicalisation, devolution, public sector transformation, 
and young people.

Seminar Series
The institute runs a seminar series which explores some of the 
key issues highlighted above along with other key policy issues. 
For more details about upcoming events please see our website 
www.sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/sips-events

Sheffield Hallam’s Policy Research 
Centres and Departments
SIPS draws on expertise from research centres and  
departments across the University including:

• Department of the Natural and Built Environment 

• Sheffield Institute of Education

• Centre for Behavioural Science and Applied Psychology

• The Centre for Regional, Economic and Social Research

• Centre for Development and Research in Education

• Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice

• Sport Industry Research Centre

• Department of Psychology, Sociology and Politics

• Centre for Sports and Exercise Science

The Institute showcases the policy research undertaken across 
Sheffield Hallam University with a view to informing and shaping 
policy locally and nationally. It provides access to leading 
academics and policy researchers within the University.

The Sheffield Institute for 
Policy Studies (SIPS)

https://twitter.com/SIPS_SHU
http://www.sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/sips-events 
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Events 
2017-18
The Sheffield Institute for Policy 
Studies have held a wide variety 
of events from seminars to 
annual lectures over the course 
of 2017 and 2018. 

Here follows a brief overview  
of what we’ve been up to.
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Chaired by Professor Paul Hickman, the seminar featured 
presentations from Professor Hulya Dagdeviren and  
Dr Matthew Donoghue from the University of Hertfordshire, 
who gave a talk entitled ‘Reconsidering resilience in the context 
of household responses to hardship in post crisis Europe.’ 
Professor Jacqueline Stevenson from the Sheffield Institute of 
Education at Sheffield Hallam University investigated resilience 
within education during her talk ‘Reconceptualising Resilience: 
Problematising Deficit Discourses’, and Professor David 
Robinson from the University of Sheffield and Deborah Platts 
Fowler from Sheffield Hallam University gave a presentation on 
‘Community Resilience: exploring concepts and realities.’

In April we ran a seminar on ‘Citizenship and Engaging 
Marginalised Populations’ which aimed to address the narrower 
question of the rehabilitation and reintegration of offenders in 
the context of the citizenship and inclusion of vulnerable and 
stigmatised groups. Chaired by Professor David Best, all of the 
speakers discussed innovative approaches to addressing the 
problems of exclusion and reintegration and the implications 
for what it means to be an ‘active citizen’. Panellists included 
Graham Beck, governor of HMP Kirkham, the largest open prison 
in the UK, Dr Jennifer Sloan, Senior Lecturer in Criminology at 
Sheffield Hallam and an expert in the reintegration of offenders, 
and Sergeant Steve Hodgkins from Lancashire Constabulary and 
Founder of Jobs, Friends & Houses CIC.

We were privileged to have our annual lecture in July 2017 from 
Lord Kerslake who delivered a lecture on ‘Britain’s Constitutional 
Crisis’ to a packed audience, followed by a lively Q&A about how 
the UK can meet the challenges of the future.

Universal Credit, the focus of recent media attention,  
was the subject of our seminar in November 2017. Kesia 
Reeve from the Centre for Regional Economic and Social 
Research at Sheffield Hallam University discussed homeless 
people’s experience of benefit sanctions. Her research was 
commissioned by Crisis following the introduction of the welfare 
reform act in 2012. Using case studies and interviews the 
research uncovered some worrying consequences for individuals 
including mental and physical health issues, impacts on family 
and children, debt, crime and homelessness. Tony Stacey, CEO 
of South Yorkshire Housing Association and Professor Paul 
Hickman talked about the impact of the introduction of universal 
credit from the perspective of tenants including social housing 
providers like SYHA.

In February 2017, we kicked off 
the year with a seminar on the 
concept of resilience within social 
policy. It sought to address the 
gap in knowledge around this topic 
by looking at resilience in relation 
to communities, responses to 
economic hardship and education, 
where the concept is sometimes 
referred to as ‘grit’. 

Right: Audience at 
our annual lecture.
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2018 Events
In March 2018, the Labour politician and cabinet member (former 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government) John 
Denham gave a lecture on ‘English identity, English democracy 
and the governance of England’ which explored the strengthening 
of English identity, local and British allegiances, twenty years of 
‘devolving governments’, widening regional disparities and the 
sense of alienation as measured by the Brexit vote.

In June we held the ‘Sheffield Forum for Clean Sport’, featuring 
an interdisciplinary team of Sheffield Hallam University’s world-
leading experts on doping. The forum discussed the grey areas in 
performance enhancement, the role of nutritional supplements 
in anti-doping, and a behavioural science approach to doping 
prevention. Speakers included Dr Gregory Ioannidis, sports lawyer 
and anti-doping litigation expert, who spoke about “Nutritional 
Supplements and the ‘No Significant Fault or Negligence’ Doctrine 
in Anti-doping Litigation”. Dr Thom Bassindale, Senior Lecturer 
in Analytical Science, asked “When is doping not doping?” and 
looked at the “grey areas” in doping control. The panel was 
chaired by Dr Lambros Lazuras, Reader in Social Psychology, 
Department of Psychology, Sociology & Politics, who discussed 
‘Education: a “third” way for making doping history in sports’.

We were extremely privileged to have Gina Miller, who successfully 
challenged the government’s right to implement Brexit without 
approval from parliament, as the speaker for our 2018 annual 
lecture. During her talk about her new book ‘Rise’, as part of the 
Off the Shelf festival of words, she discussed the court battle that 
led to her being named as the country’s most influential black 
person, her passionate motivation to fight injustice in personal, 
political and professional arenas and the importance of speaking 
up for what you believe in.

Festival of Social Science events
Last November Sheffield Hallam University and the  
University of Sheffield jointly curated a series of free public 
engagement events as part of the ESRC’s Festival of Social 
Science. SIPS was involved with twelve events over ten days  
of the festival including:

Community-led housing in Sheffield
This talk shared insights from ongoing research on Community 
Led Housing at Sheffield Hallam University and from experiences 
in London, Leeds and Oxfordshire, facilitating a dialogue between 
researchers, local policy makers and citizens who might benefit 
directly from some forms of non-speculative housing.

Led by Dr Cristina Cerulli, and Dr Tom Archer in collaboration 
with Goran Vodicka and March Studio 4: Rethinking the 
Community Led Urban Block, Sheffield Hallam University,  
and Sheffield Community Land Trust.

The Homes We Want 
Led by Professor Ed Ferrari, this exhibition provided a  
fascinating glimpse into how planners use social science to  
help them understand the homes we want in years to come.

Whose place is it anyway? 
This interactive event brought together members of the public 
and other interested parties such as: the police, lawyers, charities, 
human rights groups and local authorities to discuss the use of 
public space protection orders by drawing on a variety of real-
life examples from practice, and the implications for vulnerable 
groups. Led by Jill Dickinson.

Left: Gina Miller 
giving the SIPS 
annual lecture at Off 
the Shelf Festival of 
Words 2018.
Top Right: Professor 
Madelynne Arden 
presenting at her 
‘Making New Habits 
– an alternative to 
willpower’ event as 
part of the Festival  
of Social Science.
Right: Group 
discussion at the 
‘Whose place is it 
anyway’ event.
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Blogs
In addition to seminars and 
lectures, our public engagement 
includes blog posts and opinion 
pieces related to social policy and 
policy research. These are often 
incorporated into our quarterly 
newsletter which provides regular 
updates on events held by the 
institute and the latest policy 
research that is coming out of 
Sheffield Hallam University. 
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Austerity 
Post-truth and the Politics of Austerity: 
the impact on the left behind places and 
people in older industrial Britain  
by Professor Christina Beatty

Evidence driven policy, welfare cuts  
and our customers  
by Tony Stacey, Chief Executive of South 
Yorkshire Housing Association

‘The reality is that, for many tenants, the 
cumulative impact of welfare reform can 
kill the fight that poor people have left 
in them.’

Welfare conditionality and benefit 
sanctions: a system ‘of conscious 
cruelty’?  
by Dr Kesia Reeve

‘No Surprises’: Why the problems 
with Universal Credit were entirely 
predictable  
by Professor Paul Hickman

Resilience 
Community Resilience: a policy tool 
for local government?  
by Deborah Platts-Fowler (Sheffield 
Hallam University) and Professor David 
Robinson (University of Sheffield)

Refugee students in higher education: 
developing a sense of mattering  
by Professor Jacqueline Stevenson 

‘Refugees and asylum seekers are rarely 
out of the news. The most recent UNHCR 
Global Trends report found that in 2015 
65.3 million people, or one person in 113, 
were displaced from their homes by 
conflict and persecution, of which  
21.3 million were refugees.’

Hardship and resilience in  
post-crisis Europe  
by Professor Hulya Dagdeviren and 
Dr Matthew Donoghue – University of 
Hertfordshire

‘The 2008 financial crisis and subsequent 
austerity intensified hardship for low 
income households as well as the middle 
classes, creating new vulnerabilities 
across Europe.’

Engaging Marginalized 
populations
How Offenders Can Bounce Back  
by Graham Beck, Governor of HMP Kirkham

Marginalisation, Inclusion and Research: 
Academic Challenges?  
by Dr Jennifer Sloan 

Recovery and Rehabilitation or throw 
away the key?  
by Sergeant Steve Hodgkins – Lancashire 
Constabulary and Founder of Jobs, 
Friends & Houses CIC

Why the phrase LGBT community  
is problematic  
by Dr Eleanor Formby

‘The acronym ‘LGBT’, which is most  
often used, excludes some who may  
wish to align themselves with LGBT 
people, such as those who identify  
as queer or intersex.’

Social Mobility and how access to the 
professions can be improved  
by Jill Dickinson and Teri Lisa Griffiths

2017 Election
Election manifestos promise 
replacement for EU funds  
by Professor Steve Fothergill

What the 2017 Manifestos can tell us  
about the future of UK Politics and Policy  
by Dr Andy Price

‘Brexit, Scottish Independence, the 
future of the United Kingdom itself; 
not to mention the continuing threat 
of global terrorism, the environmental 
crisis, the rise of Trump, and continuing 
sluggish economic growth: not for 
generations has there seemed to be so 
much at stake as we head into a British 
general election.’ 

‘Reading’ the 2017 manifesto  
statements in Education and HE policy 
by Professor Colin McCaig 

Theresa May does not like human 
rights but they lie at the heart of key 
election issues  
by Dr Rebecca Wright

Navigating the Marxist Universe of 
energy policy in 2017  
by Dr Will Easdon

The ‘do it yourself’ future of social care  
by Dr Jenni Brooks

Building houses out of hot air? How the 
2017 party manifesto housing plans 
stack up  
by Professor Paul Hickman

Cross Party Silence on the real 
challenges of youth unemployment  
by Professor Peter Wells

Greenspace
Greenspace governance, statutory  
solutions from Scotland  
by Jill Dickinson and Dr James Marson

Public Spaces Protection Orders:  
a boost to council finances  
by Jill Dickinson and Dr Vicky Heap

Public space protection orders, a new 
unregulated frontier in criminalisation  
by Dr Vicky Heap and Jill Dickinson

‘PSPOs provide the opportunity for 
councils to cleanse public spaces of 
those who do not conform to the local 
social or spatial norms they create.’

Society
Why was it England that voted for Brexit 
by Professor John Denham

‘It wasn’t Britain that voted Leave. It was 
England, and above all it was England 
outside London, that chose to take the 
UK out of the EU.’

Four years on: the postcode lottery  
of Clare’s law  
by Jamie Grace

Social Prescribing: shiny new policy  
thing or something more important?  
by Chris Dayson

How far is too far the rights and wrongs  
of using emotion in fundraising  
by Dr Jon Dean and Dr Rachel Wood

The Destructive Cycle of Recurrent 
Care Proceedings  
by Larissa Povey

Gentrification and the return of class  
by Dr Bob Jeffrey

Blog topics in 2017 and 2018 included:

https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/01/10/post-truth-and-the-politics-of-austerity-the-impact-on-the-left-behind-places-and-people-in-older-industrial-britain/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/01/10/post-truth-and-the-politics-of-austerity-the-impact-on-the-left-behind-places-and-people-in-older-industrial-britain/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/01/10/post-truth-and-the-politics-of-austerity-the-impact-on-the-left-behind-places-and-people-in-older-industrial-britain/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/10/27/evidence-driven-policy-welfare-cuts-and-our-customers/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/10/27/evidence-driven-policy-welfare-cuts-and-our-customers/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/11/30/welfare-conditionality-and-benefit-sanctions-a-system-of-conscious-cruelty/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/11/30/welfare-conditionality-and-benefit-sanctions-a-system-of-conscious-cruelty/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/11/30/welfare-conditionality-and-benefit-sanctions-a-system-of-conscious-cruelty/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/17/no-surprises-why-the-problems-with-universal-credit-were-entirely-predictable/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/17/no-surprises-why-the-problems-with-universal-credit-were-entirely-predictable/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/17/no-surprises-why-the-problems-with-universal-credit-were-entirely-predictable/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content-3/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content-3/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content-2/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/02/14/featured-content-2/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/03/30/how-offenders-can-bounce-back/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/03/29/marginalisation-inclusion-and-research-academic-challenges/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/03/29/marginalisation-inclusion-and-research-academic-challenges/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/03/28/recovery-and-rehabilitation-or-throw-away-the-key/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/03/28/recovery-and-rehabilitation-or-throw-away-the-key/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/02/28/why-the-phrase-lgbt-community-is-problematic/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/02/28/why-the-phrase-lgbt-community-is-problematic/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/12/08/social-mobility-and-how-access-to-the-professions-can-be-improved-is-employer-outreach-part-of-the-solution/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/12/08/social-mobility-and-how-access-to-the-professions-can-be-improved-is-employer-outreach-part-of-the-solution/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/31/a-post-brexit-surprise-for-the-regions-election-manifestos-promise-replacement-for-eu-funds/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/31/a-post-brexit-surprise-for-the-regions-election-manifestos-promise-replacement-for-eu-funds/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/29/what-the-2017-manifestos-can-tell-us-about-the-future-of-uk-politics-and-policy/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/05/29/what-the-2017-manifestos-can-tell-us-about-the-future-of-uk-politics-and-policy/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/06/reading-the-2017-manifesto-statements-in-education-and-he-policy/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/06/reading-the-2017-manifesto-statements-in-education-and-he-policy/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/07/human-rights-may-be-missing-from-the-conservative-manifesto-but-they-are-at-the-heart-of-key-election-issues/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/07/human-rights-may-be-missing-from-the-conservative-manifesto-but-they-are-at-the-heart-of-key-election-issues/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/07/human-rights-may-be-missing-from-the-conservative-manifesto-but-they-are-at-the-heart-of-key-election-issues/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/08/navigating-the-marxist-universe-of-energy-policy-in-2017/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/08/navigating-the-marxist-universe-of-energy-policy-in-2017/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/14/the-do-it-yourself-future-of-social-care/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/05/building-houses-out-of-hot-air-how-the-2017-party-manifesto-housing-plans-stack-up/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/05/building-houses-out-of-hot-air-how-the-2017-party-manifesto-housing-plans-stack-up/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/05/building-houses-out-of-hot-air-how-the-2017-party-manifesto-housing-plans-stack-up/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/02/cross-party-silence-on-the-real-challenges-of-youth-unemployment/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/06/02/cross-party-silence-on-the-real-challenges-of-youth-unemployment/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/10/30/greenspace-governance-statutory-solutions-from-scotland/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/10/30/greenspace-governance-statutory-solutions-from-scotland/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/06/27/public-spaces-protection-orders-a-secretive-way-of-generating-income-for-local-councils/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/06/27/public-spaces-protection-orders-a-secretive-way-of-generating-income-for-local-councils/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/06/27/public-spaces-protection-orders-a-new-unregulated-frontier-in-criminalisation/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/06/27/public-spaces-protection-orders-a-new-unregulated-frontier-in-criminalisation/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/03/26/why-was-it-england-that-voted-for-brexit/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/03/08/four-years-on-the-postcode-lottery-of-clares-law/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/03/08/four-years-on-the-postcode-lottery-of-clares-law/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/11/17/social-prescribing-shiny-new-policy-thing-or-something-more-important/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/11/17/social-prescribing-shiny-new-policy-thing-or-something-more-important/
http://How far is too far the rights and wrongs  of using emotion in fundraising 
http://How far is too far the rights and wrongs  of using emotion in fundraising 
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/07/07/the-destructive-cycle-of-recurrent-care-proceedings/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2017/07/07/the-destructive-cycle-of-recurrent-care-proceedings/
https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/09/05/gentrification-and-the-return-of-class/
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Sheffield 
Institute for 
Policy Studies – 
doctoral poster 
competition 
In 2017 we launched the  
SIPS annual doctoral poster 
competition which invites  
PhD students across different 
departments to present their 
emerging policy related research.
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“Sometimes in the sludge of the 
PhD process you can feel as if you 
aren’t progressing and will never 
finish. However, events like this 
provide an opportunity to reflect 
on the previous 12 months and  
see how far you have come.“
Feedback from PhD student, Suzanne Hodgson.

This multi-disciplinary event facilitated both networking  
and potential collaboration opportunities between students, 
staff and external partners. Recognising the importance of 
developing contact networks for both completion of their 
doctoral studies and also future career opportunities, students 
were asked to invite two contacts to the event, including at least 
one external contact.

One of the winners of the 2017 competition, Chris Devany 
noted: ‘Unlike formal conferences, this event gave presenters 
the opportunity to engage with attendees on a relaxed one-to-
one level. I received plenty of invaluable advice and suggestions 
which have shaped my PhD going forward’.

We were pleased to repeat the success of the 2017 event in 
2018 with even more students involved as the call was extended 
across the Faculty of Social Science and Humanities at Sheffield 
Hallam University. 

PhD students from a variety of different Departments and 
Research Centres (including the Centre for Regional Economic 
and Social Research, Law and Criminology, the Sheffield Institute 
of Education, and Psychology, Sociology and Politics) all 
participated in this multi-disciplinary event. 

Students were invited to submit abstracts for poster presentations 
which either provided an overview of their whole project, or which 
focused on a particular element of it.

The event provides doctoral students at various stages of 
their studies with the chance to present their research project 
in a friendly, constructive and supportive environment. Last 
year’s event, which took place on the 18th April 2018, included 
a diverse range of projects, covering crosscutting issues such 
as Brexit, adolescent identity development and community 
self-help strategies. Following a networking lunch, Jill Dickinson, 
Senior Lecturer in Law and Law Apprenticeships Lead, from the 
Department of Law and Criminology, welcomed everyone to the 
event. Delegates were then invited to view the poster displays 
and ask PhD students about their research, any emerging 
findings and future plans.

The posters were judged by a team of academics from across 
Sheffield Hallam University: Professors Julia Hirst, Ed Ferrari 
and Madelynne Arden. The judges awarded three prizes for the 
following categories: academic originality and significance, 
visual impact and innovation, and implications for policy and 
practice. All delegates were also invited to nominate one of the 
posters for a ‘Delegates’ Choice’ prize. Professor Paul Hickman 
presented the prizes.

Above Left: Anna 
Kawalek with her 
entry.
Above Right: One 
of the winner’s of 
2017, Chris Devany 
presents his poster.

2018’s winners were:
Ian Guest, 
Sheffield Institute of Education

Suzanne Hodgson, 
Psychology, Sociology and Politics

Joe McMullan,  
Centre for Regional Economic and 
Social Research

Sophie Negus,  
Centre for Regional Economic and 
Social Research
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SIPS PhD 
studentship 
We were delighted to offer Ben 
Archer our first studentship 
under the supervision of Jill 
Dickinson and Dr Vicky Heap.
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Why did you apply for the PhD with SIPS?
My reason for applying for the PhD was to be given the opportunity 
to spend an extensive amount of time researching a specific 
topic that I am passionate about. This research also gives me the 
chance to work within multiple disciplines under the SIPS banner, 
with research development support given by the Doctoral 
Teaching Alliance, making it an amazing opportunity to further 
my academic career. This project also gives me the opportunity 
to build upon my practical research skills and allows me to carry 
out empirical research.

What interests you about policy research?
Policy research interests me because it gives researchers the 
opportunity to critique the way in which policy operates and 
provide recommendations for how it should operate in the 
future. In particular, I am interested in researching how policy 
affects individuals from lower socio-economic backgrounds, 
many who feel powerless as a result of certain policies, in order 
to provide a critique of the law and prevent discrimination 
against individuals in those circumstances.

I recently completed my LLB Hons in Law at Sheffield Hallam University, 
achieving a first-class mark. Following this, after partaking in a competitive 
recruitment process, I was offered and accepted a SIPS funded PhD 
investigating the implementation and effectiveness of Public Spaces 
Protection Orders. My interests in research are in the areas of anti-social 
behaviour, the use of public spaces and social justice. 

Ben Archer

Right: Doctoral 
student Ben Archer 

Professional Skills for Research Leadership  
– Doctoral Training Seminars 
As part of Sheffield Hallam University’s participation in the 
White Rose Doctoral Training Partnership, and in conjunction 
with the Sheffield Institute for Policy Studies, we are 
delighted to announce a new series of training seminars 
aiming to provide students with the skills required to move 
beyond successful PhD completion to building a career 
in the social sciences through post-doctoral positions, 
securing research funding and managing larger scale 
research projects.

Sessions include: The REF (10th Oct 2018), Managing Social 
Research (14th Nov 2018), Developing an Academic Profile 
(12th Dec 2018), Communicating with Different Audiences 
(13th Feb 2019), Navigating the Funding Landscape 
(13th March 2019), Collaboration with Academic and  
Non-Academic Partners (8th May 2019).

These sessions are open to all doctoral students and  
staff in the Social Sciences at Sheffield Hallam University. 
For more details and to register your interest please email  
camilla.prince@shu.ac.uk

mailto:camilla.prince%40shu.ac.uk?subject=
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SIPS Fellows
SIPS Fellows play a key role in the 
management, administration and 
development of the Institute. 

Fellows are involved in a range of tasks 
including: running seminars, organising 
events, general communications, assisting 
with the development of the Institute’s 
PhD programme, running researcher 
development events, developing the 
internal offer to staff within the University 
and raising the reach and profile of SIPS 
within the Sheffield City Region. The first 
cohort of SIPS Fellows were appointed in 
the Autumn of 2017, with Fellowships 
normally lasting for three years. 
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Jill Dickinson 
I am a Senior Lecturer in Law within the Department of Law and Criminology. 
Before moving into academia, I spent ten years as a commercial property solicitor, 
working with national and international law firms and specialising in the management 
of shopping centre portfolios. As part of my role, I enjoyed supervising trainee 
solicitors and work placement students, and it was this which prompted my change 
of career. Alongside my course leadership roles in both Law and Business, I have also 
worked with both external and internal partners to develop a number of research 
and employability initiatives for both colleagues and students. My research interests 
focus on law and place-governance and I have recently founded the Public Urban 
Green Space group which is aimed at bringing all those interested in green space 
together to share best practice in ensuring the availability of green space for all.

After working with colleagues from across the University and further afield on 
multi-disciplinary research projects, I was delighted to become a Fellow of the 
Sheffield Institute for Policy Studies and have been able to draw on this role in 
identifying opportunities for funded PhD Studentships, ESRC-funded Festival  
of Social Sciences events, and initiatives to promote doctoral research.

Dr Will Eadson 
I am a Reader and Postgraduate Research Tutor in CRESR. My research focuses  
on policy and politics of urban sustainability, with a particular emphasis on justice, 
inequality and democracy. In recent years this has included a range of research 
projects on local and regional low carbon energy transitions, fuel poverty, low 
carbon economic development, community energy and urban greenspace. Funders 
include the UK government, national charities, Local Enterprise Partnerships and 
local authorities. 

When I saw the opportunity to apply to become a SIPS fellow I was drawn to  
the possibilities of getting to know and collaborate with colleagues across the 
university and across different disciplines, to extend my own research ‘horizons’ 
and to provide support to others looking to embark on a research career. I was also 
interested in the possibilities for SIPS to engage policy-makers with research on 
important policy issues such as environmental protection and urban social justice. 

Almost all my research is both academically and policy-focused. I see a policy focus 
as critical to both ensuring that academic work maintains a link to the ‘real world’ 
and to create at least the possibility that research can make a difference.

Dr Jon Dean 
I am a Reader in politics and sociology 
at Sheffield Hallam University. My 
research focuses on the charity and 
non-profit sector, with particular 
attention on youth volunteering, how 
charity and giving can be manipulated 
and misinterpreted socially, and how 
charities engage with digital and 
advertising. My interest in becoming a 
Fellow stems from the importance of 
policy research within the field of civil 
society, where attempts develop 
policy or strategy can fundamentally 
affect the relationship between the 
state and citizens.
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Jamie Grace 
I am a Senior Lecturer in Law in the 
Department of Law and Criminology 
at Sheffield Hallam University. I am 
course leader of both the MA and 
LLM in Applied Human Rights courses 
taught in my Department. I am also 
an active researcher in the Helena 
Kennedy Centre for International 
Justice, and a specialist in the human 
rights and policy issues of policing 
in the contexts of machine-learning 
technology; criminal records 
management; public order and 
surveillance; and the prevention  
of domestic violence.

I wanted to become a SIPS Fellow 
due to its ambition to be an inter-
disciplinary centre for research 
excellence in the policy field, and I 
increasingly find that my own law 
research on human rights issues 
requires an examination of a policy 
narrative, cycle or ‘spiral’.
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Dr Bob Jeffrey 
I teach in the Sociology Subject Group, where I am the Course Leader of the  
MRes Social Sciences (a research methods Masters programme that also serves  
as key training for SHU’s participation in the ESRC White Rose Doctoral Training 
Partnership). My research interests are highly eclectic, but principally centre on 
issues of social class (and social inequalities more generally), urban studies and 
politics. My work has explored gentrification and politics of belonging, the impact 
of punitive welfare reform, the 2011 riots in Salford and Manchester, and various 
aspects of electoral behaviour. My current research is exploring the landscape of 
low-paid precarious work in the Sheffield City Region, and the challenges and 
possibilities of new forms of trade union organising.

My interests in policy research are very much linked to an eagerness to challenge 
‘conventional wisdoms’ (as J K Galbraith put it), and I became a SIPS Fellow of the 
through a desire to engage policy makers more directly with the findings of critical 
social science.

Dr Eleanor Formby
I am a Reader in Sociology and Youth Studies within Sheffield Institute of Education 
at Sheffield Hallam University. I have just under 20 years’ experience in research and 
evaluation concerning the wellbeing of young people and lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
trans (LGBT) populations. I have led a variety of research, evaluation and consultancy 
projects in these fields, including for the Department for Education, the Government 
Equalities Office, the Arts and Humanities Research Council, and a range of other 
funders. I have also published widely, including the recent book Exploring LGBT 
spaces and communities: Contrasting identities, belongings and wellbeing published 
by Routledge.

I wanted to become a SIPS Fellow in part to broaden my links and activities across 
SHU. I hope to share my interests in how policy does (and sometimes does not) 
impact on (particularly young and LGBT) people’s lives – both directly and through 
the messages policies send about people.

Dr Vicky Heap 
I am a Senior Lecturer in Criminology at Sheffield Hallam University. I conduct 
research and lecture in the areas of anti-social behaviour, crime prevention and 
research methods. My current research examines victims’ experiences of 
anti-social behaviour and the implementation of the Community Trigger. I am the 
Editor of Safer Communities journal and have authored Administrating Victimization: 
The Politics of Anti-Social Behaviour and Hate Crime Policy (with Marian Duggan, 
Palgrave, 2014) and Mixed Methods in Criminology (with Jaime Waters, Routledge, 
2019). Despite being a criminologist by discipline, I am essentially a policy 
researcher. I have spent my academic career investigating anti-social behaviour 
policies and seek to develop and promote my research in the multi-disciplinary, 
policy-centred environment that SIPS provides.

Dr Laura Kilby 
My research coheres around the examination of identity, and the ways in which 
discourses of identity are central to marginalization and discrimination. My research 
reveals how, across differing contexts, identity discourse relies upon dominant social 
narratives of race, ethnicity, culture, gender and class as means of accounting for 
why people do the things that they do. I wanted to become a SIPS Fellow because 
my research examines issues that are often at the intersection of emotive social 
and political concerns (e.g. immigration and citizenship; terrorism and extremism; 
gender equality). Working in these areas means that I am always concerned with 
the ways in which aspects of social policy impact on, and shape lived experience.  
I typically adopt a critical psychology perspective with an explicit concern to 
contextualise research within social, political, and cultural contexts in order to 
reveal, and challenge, forms of oppression including institutional oppression, and 
to explore emancipatory potentials. In order to pursue social justice it is vital not 
just to examine and critique policy, but also to inform and engage with policy 
makers in order that the knowledge derived from social science research impacts 
on policy making.

Dr Lambros Lazuras 
I am an Associate Professor (Reader) of Social Psychology at The Department of 
Psychology, Sociology & Politics at Sheffield Hallam University. My research focuses 
on the social and psychological dimensions of performance enhancement drug use 
in competitive elite, amateur, and recreational sports, as well as on athletes and 
sport stakeholders beliefs, and support for anti-doping policies.

I became a SIPS Fellow because I have an interest in translating research findings 
into effective policies for the promotion of clean sports. I believe that through 
evidence-based policies we can more effectively protect athletes and exercisers 
from the use of steroids and other performance enhancing drugs, and accordingly 
safeguard elite and competitive sports against doping.

https://sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com/2018/09/05/gentrification-and-the-return-of-class/
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Upcoming 
events

Engaging with ‘Community’: 
issues about identity, research 
and access
23rd January, 4-6pm 
Peak Lecture Theatre, City Campus

CRESR Seminar – Industrial 
Teesside, lives and legacies
31st January, 4-5pm  
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7332

CRESR Seminar – Public, private 
or charitable? The contested 
space of housing associations
13th February, 3-5pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7139 

CRESR Seminar – Hunger pains: 
life inside foodbank Britain 
13th March, 4-5pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7139 

SIPS doctoral poster competition
10th April, 12-4pm 
Heart of the Campus 

Class, Austerity and Precarity
17th April, 4-6pm 
City Campus

See www.sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com for the latest events
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Dr Angela Maye-Banbury 
I am Principal Lecturer in Housing Studies based in the Department of the Natural 
and Built Environment. I have worked in housing and neighbourhoods related 
research for around thirty years. As an oral historian specialising in housing and 
socioeconomic inequalities, much of my current research involves documenting 
the housing pathways of groups whose life stories have been excluded from 
existing scholarship. I am currently leading a study on multigenerational living 
in England, specifically the opportunities and challenges presented when two 
generations or more share the same roof. 

As a SIPS Fellow, I work as part of a dedicated, accomplished and committed team 
of researchers across Sheffield Hallam. A shared commitment to the dissemination 
of high quality research helps us all to work together and with others in changing 
policy. I am motivated by the ability to have a direct impact on housing and related 
policy so that the lives of others may be improved, being a SIPS Fellow enables me 
to do this. I feel deeply honoured to be part of this network.

Professor Antony 
Taylor 
I am a Professor of Modern British 
History at Sheffield Hallam 
University. I have written widely on the 
themes of popular politics, historical 
memory and commemoration, and 
the history of platform radicalism in 
Britain and the wider empire. My 
most recent book “London’s Burning”: 
Pulp Fiction, the Politics of Terrorism 
and the Destruction of the Capital in 
British Popular Culture, 1840-2005 
(Bloomsbury, 2012) locates moral 
panics about terrorism and its impact 
in a historical context and considers 
the role of popular fiction in 
disseminating fears about political 
violence and state subversion.

I am a historian of modern British history 
with interests in the constitution, 
electoral systems and the state of 
British political parties. My SIPS 
Fellowship has provided the opportunity 
for a deeper engagement with current 
debates around regional devolution, 
changes to political structures, and 
debates about Englishness and 
Britishness in the aftermath of Brexit. 

Dr Jaime Waters 
I am a Senior Lecturer in Criminology 
and SIPS Fellow at Sheffield Hallam 
University. My main research interests 
include illegal drug use, gambling, and 
emotional labour. I published my first 
research monograph, Illegal Drug Use 
Through the Lifecourse, with Routledge 
in 2017. I acted as editor on the 
special issue ‘Entering the field of 
criminological research’ in the British 
Journal of Community Justice and as 
co-editor on the special issue ‘Forging 
social justice: local challenges, global 
complexities’ in the British Journal of 
Criminology Virtual Issue 2017. I also 
publish on methodological issues, 
including a forthcoming textbook, 
Mixed Methods in Criminology, with 
Routledge (2019). 

I wanted to become a Fellow so I could 
develop further the policy implications 
of my research into illegal drug use.  
I am very interested in the reform of 
drug policy, specifically policy around 
harm reduction.

CRESR Seminar – Post-crisis 
labour markets: the impact  
of welfare reform and  
increased precarity
1st May, 4-5pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7139

CRESR Seminar – Urban 
platforms: corporate or civic 
digital transformation?
15th May, 4-5pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7139 

CRESR Seminar – Evaluating 
complex local system change: 
learning from Children’s 
Communities
12th June, 4-5pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus, Stoddart Building,  
Room 7139

The Augar Review of student 
finance and the marketisation  
of English higher education
24th June, 4-6pm 
Sheffield Hallam University,  
City Campus
A Symposium featuring the Vice 
Chancellor and Professor Colin McCaig

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/engaging-with-community-issues-about-identity-research-and-access-tickets-52531149081?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/engaging-with-community-issues-about-identity-research-and-access-tickets-52531149081?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/engaging-with-community-issues-about-identity-research-and-access-tickets-52531149081?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


Contact details
Sheffield Institute for Policy Studies
Sheffield Hallam University
Heart of the Campus
Sheffield S10 2BR

Email sips@shu.ac.uk
Twitter @SIPS_SHU
www.sheffieldinstituteforpolicystudies.com

SIPS Operational Group Members

The operational group determine 
the direction and focus of SIPS. The 
group is currently composed of:

Dr Angela Maye-Banbury
Professor David Best
Dr Eleanor Formby
Professor Paul Hickman
Tracey Holland
Professor Colin McCaig
Camilla Prince
Professor Peter Wells

https://twitter.com/SIPS_SHU
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/angela-maye-banbury
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/david-best
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/eleanor-formby
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/paul-hickman
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/colin-mccaig
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/our-people/staff-profiles/peter-wells

