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Editorial from  
Professor David Best

The Sheffield Institute 
for Policy Studies (SIPS)

Social and economic inequalities have been 
accentuated by the ongoing harms imposed by 
the global financial crisis and growing political 
insularities. With the resulting threats of 
fragmentation and division across communities, 
there is increased need for academics to be not 
only commentators, but activists in promoting 
communities. This is based on the assumption 
that the fairest and most equitable communities 
are those that are connected and engaged, that 
promote participation in decisions and access to 
the resources of the community. 

In April, we held a lecture which championed 
the idea of citizenship as an inclusive process of 
partnership and growth. Embodying Sheffield 
Hallam’s mission of applied partnership, the 
presenters were two academics from Hallam  
book-ended by two of our partners in social  
justice, research and innovation. 

Graham Beck the Governor of HMP Kirkham, the 
largest open prison in the UK, described the model 
of the open prison as a ‘bridge’ to the community 
that prepares and enables effective reintegration 
and rehabilitation while protecting and building 
the local communities. 

Our expertise
SIPS’ policy areas of expertise include: housing, 
the impact of welfare reform, labour markets, 
regeneration, the voluntary and community sector, 
social justice and human rights, criminal justice, 
migration, public health, and education. SIPS is 
also concerned with encouraging multidisciplinary 
policy studies research across Sheffield Hallam 
University with attention focusing on key cross 
cutting issues such as resilience, austerity, 
migration, radicalisation, devolution, public sector 
transformation, and young people.

Seminar Series
The institute runs a seminar series which will 
explore some of the issues highlighted above 
along with other key policy issues. For the 2017 
programme please see the back of this newsletter.

Sheffield Hallam’s Policy Research 
Centres and Departments
SIPS draws on expertise from research centres and 
departments across the University including: the 
Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research; 
Centre for Development and Research in Education, 
Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice; 
Centre for Health and Social Care Research; 
Sport Industry Research Centre; Department 
of Psychology, Sociology and Politics; Cultural, 
Communication and Computing Research Centre 
and Centre for Sports and Exercise Science.

To explore our work in more detail, please visit our 
website, sipsshu.wordpress.com

The institute showcases the policy research undertaken across Sheffield Hallam 
University with a view to informing and shaping policy locally and nationally. It 
provides access to leading academics and policy researchers within the University.Sergeant Steve Hodgkins from Lancashire Police, 

talked about the establishment of ‘Jobs, Friends 
and Houses’ – a social enterprise designed to support 
vulnerable populations (offenders exiting prison 
and former addicts and alcoholics) to reintegrate 
through a building and employment programme.

My presentation described research which 
indicates the need for a social contract to support 
desistance from offending and recovery from 
addiction. For effective reintegration, there is a 
need for social networks and societal structures  
to adapt to support inclusion. 

Finally, Dr Jennifer Sloan from the Department 
of Law and Criminology discussed the role of the 
academic in studying excluded and vulnerable 
populations, and how to reflect on and represent 
the inequalities and personal growth experiences 
involved.

The lecture created a powerful agenda for 
advocacy and engagement from all of those 
presenting, it also issued a challenge to everyone 
present, to champion inclusion and participation 
and to challenge exclusion and stigma. Through 
generating inclusive pathways to community 
resources there can be a positive sum where the 
community grows and flourishes by engaging 
and tapping into the capabilities of excluded 
groups, and generating collective wellbeing and 
meaningful participation through an active, 
engaged and inclusive form of citizenship.

David Best is Professor and Head of Criminology 
at Sheffield Hallam University.

Professor David Best

http://sipsshu.wordpress.com
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Having served as a police officer for 29 years I 
have personally witnessed the destruction that 
addiction causes: the criminal behaviour to fund 
the addiction, burglary victims who have had 
treasured possessions stolen, having to tell a 
mother that an alcoholic drink driver has killed her 
daughter, breaking into a bed-sit to try and save a 
heroin addict that had overdosed. The list goes on. 

Evidence from various inspirational personal 
stories has shown me that recovery is possible. 
Destruction can be stopped and the experiences of 
the ex-addict can even strengthen their resolve to 
become a positive member of their communities. 

So where is the onus on helping that individual 
change their pattern of offending and addiction? 

• Is it on the person being released from prison 
and moving into a bedsit in a deprived area of  
a town? 

• Is it on the professional delivering a ‘service’ Monday 
to Friday 9-5 but who returns home each day?

• Or is it on the wider community who live and 
breathe each day in their own neighbourhood, 
who access art and culture or sport and leisure 
activities? Who go to the local shops and 
schools? Who park their cars or catch the bus? 

The answer is a combination of all three, alongside 
the following conditions:

• That the individual is on a personal recovery 
programme 

• That they are in stable accommodation

• That they have positive peers to support them 

• They have meaningful employment 

• They are accepted and welcomed into the  
wider community

Recovering offenders and addicts need jobs, friends, 
accommodation and a supportive community. If 
they don’t have this support they may struggle as 
they often don’t have the background, or resilience 
to do it alone. Without support the pull of their 
addiction will inevitably draw them back to their 
former habits and relapses occur, moving them 
further away from stability and jeopardising any 

Recovery and 
Rehabilitation  
or throw away the key?

future opportunities for them, or indeed someone 
else in recovery. 

This becomes a ‘catch 22’ situation as the wider 
community once bitten by the offending and 
anti-social behaviour associated with relapse 
reduces its tolerance and openness for offenders, 
seeing only the destruction of addiction rather 
than the potential of recovery, making it even 
harder for those leaving prison to be accepted. 
Without community support often the only people 
to welcome them back are the dealers, handlers, 
or fellow addicts and the cycle of addiction and 
offending quickly returns. 

Since the mid 1990s we have been ‘throwing away 
the key’ and our prison population has doubled 
in number. We now know that there is a better, 
more compassionate way, but that will require 
the support from all of us as individuals and 
communities.

Sergeant Steve Hodgkins is from the Lancashire 
Constabulary and is the founder of Jobs, 
Friends & Houses CIC.

Addiction destroys individuals, their 
families, and whole communities. So 
in order to protect society should we 
just arrest addicts, put them in prison 
and throw away the key? Recent 
research has shown that some addictive 
behaviour is at least partly genetic, 
however it also affects individuals with 
no previous family history, suggesting 
that genes do not tell the whole story.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22806211


How Offenders  
Can Bounce Back?

The Prisons and Courts Bill 2017, sets out the 
purpose of prisons as: “In giving effect to sentences 
or orders of imprisonment or detention imposed by 
courts, prisons must aim to – (a) protect the public, 
(b) reform and rehabilitate offenders, (c) prepare 
prisoners for life outside prison, and (d) maintain 
an environment that is safe and secure.”

When announcing the Bill, the Secretary of State 
has been quoted as saying “Prison is about 
punishing people who have committed heinous 
crimes, but it should be a place where offenders 
are given the opportunity to turn their lives 
around.” And “I want our prisons to be places 
of discipline, hard work and self-improvement, 
where staff are empowered to get people off 
drugs, improve their English and maths get a 
job on release.”

The degree to which the objectives above are 
achieved, and what is likely to be helpful in 
doing so has been the topic of much debate. 
Recent information about the measured rate of 
reoffending (re-conviction) tells us part of the 
story. Recently published Ministry of Justice 
information says:

• Adult offenders had a proven reoffending rate of 
24.3%. The adult proven reoffending rate is down 
0.9 percentage points compared to the previous 
12 months and 1.2 percentage points since 2004. 
The adult reoffending rate has remained fairly 
flat since 2004, fluctuating around 25%. 

•  Juvenile offenders had a proven reoffending 
rate of 37.9%. The juvenile reoffending rate has 
increased by 4.3 percentage points since 2004. 
However, the size of the cohort has fallen by 
around 76% over the same period. The rate has 
remained broadly the same as 12 months earlier. 

• Adults released from custody had a proven 
reoffending rate of 44.7% The proven reoffending 
rate for adult offenders released from custody 
was 44.7%, a decrease of 1.1 percentage points 
compared to the previous 12 months and 3.9 
percentage points since 2004. 

My own establishment is a low security (Category 
‘D’) establishment. Such institutions hold under 
10% of the adult population in England and 
Wales, and have an emphasis on reform and 
rehabilitation, and preparing people for life after 
prison. In recent years, we have been able to work 
with our commissioners to develop services that 
are informed by research, to improve opportunities 
and encourage active citizenship. The people 
who progress to these institutions are selected 
using risk management principles, and are all 
progressing towards release within two years.  
The reoffending rates from such establishments 
are low compared to other types of prison. 

Using research into ‘desistance’ and ‘recovery’ 
as well as more traditional criminal justice 
interventions we need to enable offenders to 
overcome the challenges of exclusion, and enable 
them to improve their prospects as active citizens. 

By Graham Beck, Governor of HMP Kirkham, 
the largest open prison in the UK.

7



9

Marginalisation, Inclusion 
and Research: Academic 
Challenges?

Yet, the feminist label had been problematized of 
late, with many positioning ‘feminism’ alongside 
terms such as ‘radical’, ‘difficult’ and ‘out of date’ 
(apparently women are all equal and no longer 
suffer from discriminatory processes, a falsehood 
which Sandi Toksvig’s 2016 ‘TED Talk’ makes 
much of. Indeed, a YouGov poll undertaken in 
2016 found that 32% of American women polled 
stated that they did not consider themselves to be 
feminists; with 47% of women stating that they 
were not feminists because ‘feminists are too 
extreme’. Similarly, in Britain, Netmums found 
that 28% of members thought traditional radical 
feminism to be ‘too aggressive’ towards men. As 
such, taking a feminist approach can, at times, be 
seen to be working against processes of inclusion.

Yet more modern notions of feminism are much 
less radical in their approach, and appear much 
more inclusive of marginalised groups more 
broadly. Indeed, one could argue that, due to their 
extension beyond ‘just women’, feminists today 
are more aligned with wider notions of social 
justice – a term which has become much more 
popular of late, yet in its approach shares many 
characteristics with feminist principles. Indeed, 
at Sheffield Hallam University, within the Helena 
Kennedy Centre for International Justice, the 

promotion of ‘social justice’ is key – indeed ‘Its 
central values are those of widening access to 
justice and education, the promotion of human 
rights, ethics in legal practice, equality and a 
respect for human dignity in overcoming social 
injustice’. Whether ‘feminist’, or an advocate of 
‘social justice’, the work of such academics involves 
looking directly at notions of marginalization and 
policies of inclusion. 

There are a number of problems with researching 
these issues, however, and some key questions that 
are raised in the course of undertaking such work:

Which populations are ‘marginalised’? There 
are many groups that can easily be seen to be 
marginalised due to certain intersecting personal 
characteristics; or within certain contexts and 
not others. This can be challenging to address 
sometimes, particularly when a group who causes 
the marginalisation of some, may actually be 
marginalised as a result of their punishment: men 
in prison are a prime example of this. My research 
into masculinities in prison, when placed alongside 
my other research into gender-based violence 
means that I am often placed into a position of 
internal conflict regarding notions of blame and 
punishment. Indeed, it can be difficult to reconcile 
one’s feminist beliefs with the need to address 

As a feminist academic, my work often imbues my teaching and research 
practices with a firm sense of responsibility. It could be argued that the role 
of the feminist academic is to give voice to marginalised groups – particularly 
marginalised women, in order to expose inequalities, exclusion and stereotypes 
– ‘to make everything less simple’ as Mary Beard says. The feminist academic 
is often expected to challenge prevailing norms which impinge on the rights of 
‘marginalised groups’.

the problematic marginalisation of a highly 
stigmatised and discriminated group who may 
have caused severe harm to many women, and 
other men (see Rainbow, forthcoming).

How do academics promote policies of inclusion? 
Although academics strive to have impact upon 
the real world, it can be very difficult to do so in 
practice. Policy-makers tend not to pay much 
attention to the occasional academic article, and 
in many instances, the process of inclusion is 
well beyond the reach of the individual academic, 
not least because that academic is generally not 
included themselves within the spheres of power 
and influence within the settings they research.

However, all is not lost. There is scope for 
academics to give voice to those they study and 
to direct attention to those who are, or at least see 
themselves to be, marginalised. In addition, the 
need to develop and demonstrate research impact 
as part of the Research Excellence Framework 
process followed by academic institutions means 
that there is much more impetus for academics 
to promote real-world change through policy and 
practice which may lead to inclusion (or at least its 
consideration). 

Dr Jennifer Sloan is Senior Lecturer in 
Criminology at Sheffield Hallam University.

https://www.ted.com/talks/sandi_toksvig_a_political_party_for_women_s_equality
https://today.yougov.com/news/2016/02/23/less-than-third-women-feminists/
https://www.netmums.com/coffeehouse/general-coffeehouse-chat-514/news-current-affairs-12/836486-rise-modern-femenist-latest-netmums-survey-results-all.html
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/academic-departments/law-and-criminology/the-helena-kennedy-centre-for-international-justice
https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-us/academic-departments/law-and-criminology/the-helena-kennedy-centre-for-international-justice
http://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9781137399144
http://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9781137399144
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/23/mary-beard-the-role-of-the-academic-is-to-make-everything-less-simple
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Sheffield Hallam key 
research partner in new 
ESRC centre informing 
UK housing policy

CaCHE will launch on 1 August 2017 for five 
years and will receive £6 million of funding 
from the Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC), with support from the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation and the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council (AHRC). A further £1.5m of funding will 
come from the consortium itself.

The new national research centre, which will be 
independent from government and other interests, 
is a collaboration between nine UK universities 
and four non-HEI organisations.

The impact of housing policy on society and the 
economy has been widely reported in the last 12 

months. Almost one in 10 British jobs are in the 
housing sector, and more than a fifth of household 
spending goes on rent, mortgage payments, home 
repairs and improvements, whilst the failure of 
housing markets are increasingly linked to wider 
social and economic problems, chief among them 
poverty and homelessness.

CRESR is a leading UK policy research centre which 
examines the impact of social and economic 
disadvantage on places and people, and assesses 
the policies and interventions targeted at these 
issues.

Sheffield Hallam University’s Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research 
(CRESR) has been announced as a key partner in the new UK Collaborative Centre 
for Housing Evidence (CaCHE).

Professor Paul Hickman, who will be part of the 
CRESR team which will be led Dr Kesia Reeve, said: 
“Housing has always been a key policy concern in 
the UK. But in recent years, it has achieved even 
greater prominence as governments have had to 
grapple with a range of complex issues including:  
a lack of affordable housing in many of parts of the 
country; the challenges associated with housing 
an ageing population; a housing stock which is 
showing signs of obsolescence and fatigue; and,  
the challenge of ensuring that younger households 
are able to access affordable, high quality housing 
and home ownership.

“The creation of the CaCHE will develop our 
understanding of these issues and others, in doing 
so, helping to highlight ways that they may be 
tackled.”

CaCHE aims to advance knowledge of the housing 
system, provide robust evidence to inform housing 
policy and practice across the UK, and bring 
together a wide range of stakeholders with the 
goal of tackling housing problems at a national, 
devolved, regional and local level.

The work of the programme will focus on six 
overlapping themes:

• housing and the economy;

• understanding housing markets: demand and 
need, supply and delivery;

• housing aspirations, choices and outcomes;

• housing, poverty, health, education and 
employment;

• housing and neighbourhood design, 
sustainability and place-making;

• multi-level governance.

Professor Ken Gibb from the University of Glasgow 
will be Principal Investigator and Director of 
CaCHE. He said: “I am delighted that the University 
of Glasgow and our partners will be taking the lead 
on this incredibly important subject. The serious 
and complex problems of the housing system are 
too important to ignore. This is why I’m looking 
forward to this major new initiative making a 
serious contribution to tackling one of the most 
pressing policy problems in the UK today.”

Professor Jane Elliott, CEO of the Economic and 
Social Research Council, said: “As a nation we 
face key housing challenges, such as a lack of 
affordable housing preventing young people 
from owning their own home, meeting the 
housing needs of an ageing population, building 
sustainable houses that are resilient to flooding 
and climate change, and tackling homelessness.

“This Centre draws together internationally 
renowned experts across a diverse range of fields. 
It will serve as a vital national institution, and 
provide a leading voice in the UK on housing 
issues.”

By Paul Hickman, Professor of Housing and 
Social Policy at Sheffield Hallam University.
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Making Sheffield A Centre 
for Social Justice

The reality is much more complex with many 
of those involved in the criminal justice system 
experiencing significant levels of trauma, mental 
health problems and addictions, as well as complex 
life histories of abuse, looked-after care and 
homelessness. As one leading academic has 
argued: “Essentially societies that do not believe 
that offenders can change will get offenders who 
do not believe that they can change”. 

At Sheffield Hallam University, the Helena 
Kennedy Centre for International Justice (HKC) 
has been established to help address the needs of 
this and other vulnerable groups. The promotion 
of ‘social justice’ is key for the HKC. Our central 
values are those of widening access to justice and 
education, the promotion of human rights, ethics 
in legal practice, equality and a respect for human 
dignity in overcoming social injustice. 

The successful rehabilitation of offenders 
(particularly those with substance misusing 
problems) is a contract in which communities and 
professionals play a central role. We get what we 
pay for, and if we choose to exclude stigmatise 
and punish offenders and make aspects of these 
punishments irreversible, then we create an 
excluded group who have little choice but to 
revert to illegal means of filling their time and 
their bellies. While individuals require significant 
motivation and commitment to overcome both 
their adverse experiences and the stigma and 
negative labels associated with offending and 
substance use, they can only go so far. Access to 
opportunities, hope, connections and the ability to 
shed ‘spoiled identities’ require communities that 
care and will re-engage. 

‘Tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime’ was a mantra of the Blair 
government, as it has been for politicians of all hues when seeking votes. 

We know that some of the strongest predictors of 
reintegration are homes that are safe, opportunities 
for meaningful employment that affords a sense 
of pride as well as a living wage and connections 
to family and community. Yet punitive policies 
around disclosure means that for many people 
who have offended in their youth, access to such 
everyday opportunity is blocked, and we as a 
community effectively prevent the application of 
what the evidence-base tells us. However, these 
blocks occur not only at the level of institutions 
but also in neighbourhoods and communities. 

Our own research suggests that professionals 
and the general public have limited belief in the 
extent to which alcoholics, addicts and offenders 
can be genuinely rehabilitated and they act 
accordingly by distancing themselves from people 
they believe are mired in their drug use and 
offending. The effect is the same at the local level – 
exclusion, stigmatisation and frustrated attempts 
at reintegration. Social justice is about not only 
tackling inequalities and discrimination – it has 
a much more positive purpose and function that 
is about promoting citizenship and openness in 
institutions and in communities. 

The work we are doing around Social Justice Week 
and more generally in the Helena Kennedy Centre 
and SIPS is our commitment to raising awareness, 
improving our communities and creating meaningful 
pathways to reintegration. Why? Because societies 
and cities where that happens are not only fairer 
and more equal, they are better, safer and happier 
places for all of us to live. 

Ultimately, we can challenge stigma, inequality 
and exclusion through the power of human 
connection and each of the events we are hosting 
has that ultimate objective. We know that contact 
reduces discrimination and that connection 
improves wellbeing – and Sheffield is at the center 
of a range of activities that are championing 
connection and belonging as pathways to health 
for individuals and wellbeing for the city. 

By David Best, Professor and Head of 
Criminology at Sheffield Hallam University  
and Associate Professor of Addiction Science 
at Monash University, Melbourne.
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‘No Surprises’: Why the 
problems with Universal 
Credit were entirely 
predictable

Recent studies suggest that these design flaws, 
along with others, have resulted in the marked 
increase of arrears rates for tenants who have 
moved onto UC. The Guardian found that eight out 
of ten social housing tenants who had moved onto 
UC had fallen into rent arrears or had seen increases 
in the level of their pre-existing arrears. A survey 
by Arch and the NFA of 33 stock retaining councils 
and Arms-Length Management Organisations also 
found that the arrears rates of tenants receiving UC 
was significantly higher than for those receiving 
their benefits in the ‘traditional’ way.

However, none of these findings are unexpected as 
they are consistent with those of the evaluation of 
the ‘trial’ designed to test UC: the Direct Payment 
Demonstration Projects (DPDPs). Crucially, in light 
of the apparent surprise shown by Ministers when 
yet more bad news about UC surfaces, it is important 
to note that the study, which myself and Dr Kesia 
Reeve directed, was funded by DWP. The DPDPs 
explored the impact of the two central tenets of UC: 
direct payment and the consolidation of six key 
benefit payments into one monthly payment.

Most tenants encountered difficulties under DP 
and only eight per cent of those who were still on 
DP at the end of the programme managed to pay all 
of their rent in full over its duration.

Many tenants found DP stressful and a source 
of anxiety. A telephone survey of under-payers 
found that, when asked why they wanted to leave 
the DPDP programme, 34 per cent of respondents 
reported that it was ‘too stressful’. A number of 
tenants who were interviewed in-depth highlighted 
how stressful they found DP, particularly when 
transitioning from landlord payment. ‘It [DP] did 
make me worry and panic … cos obviously I’m 
ringing them [landlord] saying: ‘this is what I’ve 
been paid, is it right?” And they’re: “well if that’s 
what’s been paid”. And I’m: “no I want to make 
sure it’s right. I don’t want you sending me a letter 
saying you owe us £15 from last week 13 from the 
week before”. And then it all mounts up and you’ve 
got loads of rent arrears and I don’t want that.’

DP in the trial had a significant negative effect 
on landlords’ arrears and a total of £1.9m of rent 
owed was not paid over the 18 month period, which 
was equivalent to 2.3 per cent of their annual rent 
roll. Overall, tenants who went onto DP paid 95.5 
per cent of all the rent owed, compared with the 
comparative sample who paid 99.1 per cent of rent 
owed (a difference of 3.6 percentage points).Paul 
Hickman – Professor of Social Policy and Housing 
at Sheffield Hallam University.

Universal Credit (UC), the Government’s flagship welfare reform, is in difficulty 
with ‘bad news’ stories about it abounding. It has been criticised for having 
fundamental design flaws, such as the absence of effective data sharing 
between the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) and social housing 
landlords, and the requirement for new claimants to wait at least six weeks for 
their first benefit payment.

Landlords reported that managing DP was much 
more resource intensive than the ‘traditional’, 
landlord payment, where (for tenants on full HB) 
benefit payments were paid directly to them. 
For example, one landlord noted that it had to 
devote three times more resource than ‘normal’ 
to secure a payment under DP: ‘So on average 
we’re putting three times the work in to get the 
same debit that we used to have before’. Landlords 
identified a number of areas where the delivery 
and management of DP had resulted in the use of 
additional resource and increased costs, with staff 
time identified as being the largest one.

These findings, along with others, then, suggest 
that the problems currently being encountered by 
UC were entirely predictable and to be expected. 
However, we will have to wait and see if these 
problems become more acute as it is rolled-out to  
a broader, and more representative, client base.

By Paul Hickman, Professor of Housing and 
Social Policy at Sheffield Hallam University.



17

Upcoming  
events

Beyond the Prison Gate: Prison-
University Partnerships
(29th June 2017, 3.00-7.00pm, HC.0.29, Heart of 
the Campus, Collegiate Crescent Campus)

The Helena Kennedy Centre / Department of Law 
and Criminology in collaboration with the Sheffield 
Institute for Policy Studies are proud to offer you 
the opportunity to join our developing Prison 
Research and Learning Hub and take part in the 
book launch for ‘Without a Voice’ written by one of 
our key stakeholders, Michelle Nicholson, from Key 
Changes in Sheffield.

The purpose of the group is to share innovative 
ideas about prison research and prison-university 
partnerships on learning and development. We are 
keen to develop a network based on our existing 
partnerships across the UK, including those with 
HMP Kirkham, HMP Holme House and Public 
Health England.

This event offers:

• several short presentations from specialists 
representing work with and research into each  
of the key areas

• an opportunity to speak with Michelle about her 
experiences of the criminal justice system as 
she formally launches her book

• an opportunity to shape our learning hub in this 
area

• wine, canapes and the chance to network with 
a range of professionals working within these 
fields.

We would be delighted if you were able to join us to 
learn about our partnerships and the opportunities 
they afford for innovation and hope.

‘Britain’s Constitutional Crisis’ The 
Sheffield Institute for Policy Studies 
Annual Lecture 
(6th July 2017, 4.00-6.00pm, Heart of the 
Campus Lecture Theatre, Collegiate Crescent 
Campus)

Lord Kerslake president of the Local Government 
Association and former head of the civil service 
and permanent secretary at the Department for 
Communities and Local Government will give 
the SIPS annual lecture. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Booking is essential, please visit:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lord-kerslake-on-
britains-constitutional-crisis-sips-annual-lecture-
tickets-32917602435

Welfare reforms and a new 
draconian regime of benefit 
conditionality and sanctions: the 
impact on claimants and landlords
(22nd November 2017, 4.00-6.00pm, Norfolk-210 
Lecture Theatre, Howard St, Sheffield S1 1WB)

Successive Conservative led governments have 
introduced a series of welfare reforms designed to 
transform the benefit system in this country. They 
have done so in an attempt to cut the size of its 
benefit bill and ‘responsibilise’ benefit recipients. 
These reforms, which include the introduction of 
Universal Credit, a Benefit Cap and the Removal of 
the Spare Room Subsidy (the so-called ‘Bedroom 
Tax’), have had an adverse effect on low income 
households. Their lives have been made even more 
challenging by the introduction in 2012 of the 
harshest regime of conditionality and sanctions 
in the history of the British benefits system. 

This seminar examines the impact of these 
changes on benefit recipients and on the other 
stakeholder most affected by them: social housing 
landlords. It does so by exploring the impact of two 
developments: the introduction of Universal Credit 
and a harsher conditionality and sanctions regime. 

It will feature the following contributions:

• ‘Understanding the likely impact of Universal 
Credit: learning from the Direct Payment 
Demonstration Projects’ by Professor Paul 
Hickman from Sheffield Hallam University

• ‘Welfare conditionality, benefit sanctions and 
homelessness: ending the ‘something for nothing 
culture’ or punishing the poor?’ by Dr Kesia 
Reeve from Sheffield Hallam University

• ‘The Impact of a hostile welfare regime on social 
housing landlords’ by Tony Stacey from South 
Yorkshire Housing Association

Booking is essential, please visit:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welfare-reforms-
and-a-new-draconian-regime-of-benefit-
conditionality-and-sanctions-the-impact-on-
tickets-35203792491

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lord-kerslake-on-britains-constitutional-crisis-sips-annual-lecture-tickets-32917602435
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lord-kerslake-on-britains-constitutional-crisis-sips-annual-lecture-tickets-32917602435
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lord-kerslake-on-britains-constitutional-crisis-sips-annual-lecture-tickets-32917602435
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welfare-reforms-and-a-new-draconian-regime-of-benefit-conditionality-and-sanctions-the-impact-on-tickets-35203792491
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welfare-reforms-and-a-new-draconian-regime-of-benefit-conditionality-and-sanctions-the-impact-on-tickets-35203792491
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welfare-reforms-and-a-new-draconian-regime-of-benefit-conditionality-and-sanctions-the-impact-on-tickets-35203792491
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welfare-reforms-and-a-new-draconian-regime-of-benefit-conditionality-and-sanctions-the-impact-on-tickets-35203792491


Research in  
the Media

Science of Laughter: Classifying 
different types of laughter 
Writing for The Conversation, Dr Lynne Barker 
explores the science behind laughter and whether 
laughter really is the best medicine.

Hallam expert comments on  
green belt developments and 
national parks 
Professor Lynn Crowe, from the Department of the 
Natural and Built Environment, was interviewed 
on BBC Radio Sheffield about proposals to build 
new homes on green belt land in Dronfield, she 
also features in this month’s Countryfile Magazine 
discussing whether developments should be 
permitted in the country’s national parks.

Housing
Young people in low-paid, insecure jobs are being 
locked out of all housing options in the south 
east, including social housing, a new report from 
Sheffield Hallam’s Centre for Regional Economic 
and Social Research has revealed. The report – led 
by CRESR’s Dr Kesia Reeve – has been covered by 
Housing Association Magazine and SCCI.

Research by the University’s CRESR was also 
referenced in a BBC News article around families 
being able to afford rent.

Senior research fellow from CRESR 
gives TEDx talk
Chris Dayson gave a TED talk on how to maximise 
the social value of social prescribing to create 

happier, healthier patients, more efficient public 
services and a vibrant civil society: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Pc9-L7u3Cno

Economics: Hallam research 
referenced in Guardian feature 
Research by Prof. Christina Beatty and Prof. Steve 
Fothergill looking into the UK’s old manufacturing 
heartlands and their struggle to recover from 
the deindustrialisation of the 1980s has been 
referenced in a feature in The Guardian. The article 
has also been reproduced by Yahoo! Finance and 
Exec Review.

Charity Research: A new study in 
to the vital contribution made by 
small and medium-sized charities 
is being led by Sheffield Hallam 
University
Sheffield Hallam’s Centre for Regional Economic 
and Social Research is leading a study funded 
by the Lloyds Bank Foundation in to the role of 
charities at a local level. Read more in The Star, 
Doncaster Free Press and South Yorkshire Times. 
You can read the full story on the Sheffield Hallam 
Media Centre.

General Election: Head of politics 
at Sheffield Hallam comments on 
election results 
Dr Andy Price has written a blog for the  
Huffington Post about lessons to be learnt  
from the General Election.

These are some of the policy research highlights from the last few months  
which have been appearing in the news locally and nationally.
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https://theconversation.com/the-science-of-laughter-and-why-it-also-has-a-dark-side-76463
http://hamag.co.uk/latest-news/capping-aspiration-the-millennial-housing-challenge
https://www.scci.org.uk/2017/05/capping-aspiration-the-millennial-housing-challenge/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-39974177
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pc9-L7u3Cno 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pc9-L7u3Cno 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/may/21/forget-brexit-the-real-challenge-is-creating-enough-wealth-for-an-ageing-population
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/forget-brexit-real-challenge-creating-095853056.html
http://www.execreview.com/2017/05/forget-brexit-the-real-challenge-is-creating-enough-wealth-for-an-ageing-population/
http://www4.shu.ac.uk/mediacentre/importance-small-and-medium-sized-charities
http://www4.shu.ac.uk/mediacentre/importance-small-and-medium-sized-charities
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/dr-andy-price/ge2017-lessons-on-leaders_b_17120412.html
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